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A Swedish Birthday Book 
from Minneapolis 
Nils William Olsson 
A few years ago I came across an old Swedish birthday book in an antiquarian 
book shop in Minneapolis. It was a small volume, 4 l / 2 x 5 l / 2 in., entitled Ord pa 
viigen, roughly translated Words of Wisdom along Life's Way. The book 
contained a number of names, mostly Swedish, with their birthdays and with an 
occasional Minneapolis address. 
The volume was a Swedish devotional book published in Stockholm in 1884 
by Per Palmquist, a renowned Baptist book publisher, who was used by a number 
of Swedish churchmen, both from the established Lutheran Church as well as 
dissenter groups, to print their devotional and theological literature. The author's 
name is not given, only his initials-B.W., which certainly must refer to the 
well-known Swedish Lutheran clergyman in St. Klara Parish in Stockholm, 
Bernhard Wadstrom ( 1831-1918), who was the author of a number of devotional 
books and tracts toward the end of the 19th century. 
The volume in question is a calendar, where each day of the year is provided 
with a blank space for the recording of those, whose birthdays occur on that 
particular day. Additionally the author has furnished each day of the year with a 
short homily, usually accompanied by a quotation from the Bible. 
The flyleaf of the volume has been torn out, which may have had the owner's 
name. It is thus impossible to trace the provenance of the book. It has probably 
been the property of a resident of Minneapolis, since the few addresses given, all 
are those to be found in that city. 
The entries are in different hands, indicating that the person must have been 
requested to record his or her name as well as his or her year of birth. Some of the 
autographs were done in Sweden, judging by the spelling of names as well as 
orthography of some of the entries. It is therefore highly likely that the original 
owner acquired the volume in Sweden and had friends and relatives write in the 
book before emigrating to the U.S. Since the volume was printed in 1884, it is safe 
to assume that the owner departed for the U.S. after this date. 
The names in this birthday book are listed as found . In a few instances the 
name has been so garbled, that it has defied interpretation.' 
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Date 
6 Jan. 1865 
12 Jan. 
20 Jan. 1890 
28 Jan. 1875 
29 Jan. 1872 
31 Jan. 1870 
l Feb. 1856 
3 Feb. 1899 
3 Feb. 
9 Feb. 1866 
21 Feb. 1899 
27 Feb. 1864 
27 Feb. 1902 
3 March 1859 
3 March 1864 
12 March 
13 March 1850 
14 March 1835 
16 March 1903 
21 March 
21 March 1930 
26 March 1864 
26 March 1872 
26 March 1899 
4 April 1879 
6 April 1832 
8 April 1841 
19 April 1865 
20 April 
21 April 1896 
22 April 1867 
24 April 1894 
25 April 
28 April 1862 
30 April 1861 
l May 1864 
20 May 1886 
23 May 1855 
23 May 1879 
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Name 
Frans Oscar Soderberg. 
Mrs. Oscar Olson, 2821 - I Ith Avenue, S. 
Ruth Bjorkman. 
P.O. Mansson. 
Anna M. Knudson. 
Brita Soderberg. 
Christin Erickson and 0 . Ericson (Twins). 
Ada Nyberg. 
Clarence Sarner. 
Carl Andersson, I 528 E. 18th Street. 
Irene Ingvoldstad. 
Karl Ahman. 
Anders Adolf Ferdinand Dahlin. 
Emelie Torstensson. 
Brita Mansson. 2 
Miscellaneous 
Mrs. G. A. Blomquist, 27 l 9 - 12th A venue, S. 
J. Norberg, Torpshammar (Torp Parish, Vaster-
norrland Ian). 
Postilj'on Rydback (Mailman). 
Victor Dahl.3 
Mrs. E. Swenson, 2717 - 12th Avenue, S. 
Stanley Johnson. 4 
Jonas Rydback. 
Brita Rydback. 
Anna Judith Katarina Dahlin. 
Alma Almgren. 
Mor (Mother) Rydback. 
Ingeborg Helseth. 
Anna Olsson. 
Mrs. A.P. Johnson. 
Kerstin Ingeborg Ljunggren. 
Lars Grundell. 
Agnes Dahl.5 
Robert E. Anderson. 
Christin Rydback. 6 
P.A. Dahlin. 
Anna Lydia Larsen. 
Gustaf Wadlund. 
Mrs. Carrie Jacobson. 7 
Karin Rydback. 
A Swedish Birthday Book 
Date Name Miscellaneous 
31 May 1862 C.J .A. Ljunggren. 
6 June 1859 Joh. Rydback.8 
8 June 1862 Ingeborg Ohman. 
8 June 1880 Eddie Jacobson. 
20 June 1925 Betty Johnson. 9 
25 June 1848 Joh. Edhqvist. 
27 June 1881 A.M . Liljemark. Died 2 Sept. 1902. 
4 July 1902 Ruth Anker. 
7 July 1865 And. Wikstrom. 
9 July 1859 S. Berglund. 
10 July 1864 Brita Nilsson. 
IO July 1866 Anna Uhr. 
IO July 1899 Claus Johnson. HJ 
18 July 1834 Mans Olsson. 1 I 
20 July Esther Carlson. 
20 July Irene Johnson. 
27 July 1881 A. Magnus. 
I Aug. Esther Rasten Derby .12 
3 Aug. 1858 Ferd . Scholander, Farila Parish (Gav!.) . 
5 Aug. Eline Rasten Thompson. 
9 Aug. 1901 Signe Johnson. 13 
11 Aug. 1869 Kristina Jonson.14 
17 Aug. A.W. Derby. 
21 Aug. 1901 Winnifred Ingvoldstad . 
22 Aug. 1875 Nannie Carlson. 
26 Aug. 1873 Frank D. Lindstrom. 15 
29 Aug. 1879 John Hillberg. 1~ 
31 Aug. 1881 Linnea Rybeck.17 
3 Sept. 1864 Bricken Grundell. 
7 Sept. 1856 Karl Gustafsson. 
9 Sept. Hulda Nelson. 
11 Sept. 1860 John Bjorkman. 
13 Sept. Sigrid Larsen. i x 
15 Sept. 1862 Margretha Grundell. 
20 Sept. 1863 Victor Hanson. 
21 Sept. 1862 Anna Mathilda Svensson. 
28 Sept. 1896 Per John Andreas Dahlin. 
3 Oct. 1859 Evald Ahman. 
12 Oct. 1866 Anna Rydback. 
85 
Swedish American Genealogist 
Date Name Miscellaneous 
14 Oct. 1895 Verner Nyberg. 19 
16 Oct. 1862 August Klarin . 
16 Oct. 1863 John Asp. 
17 Oct. 1854 And. Joh. Hyden. 
29 Oct. 1900 Elis Magnus Sixten Ljunggren. 
31 Oct. Mrs. Hauge, 4050 - 10th Avenue, s. 
13 Nov. 1799 John Erickson. 
17 Nov. 1897 John Edvin Ljunggren. 
22 Nov. 1861 Sigrid Rydback. 
23 Nov. 1869 Ole Gudheim. 
26 Nov. 1864 Elvira Klarin. 
27 Nov. 1882 Martin Horn. 
27 Nov. 1894 Esther Wesilia Berglund. 
4 Dec. 1842 Julia Uggla . 
14 Dec. 1857 A.J. Andersson. 
16 Dec. 1901 Brita Nyberg.20 
18 Dec. 1873 A. Erickson. Died 25 June 1906. 
19 Dec. 1859 J. Strandberg. 
19 Dec. 1865 Mrs. John Bjorkman. 
26 Dec. 1899 Berti! Nyberg.2 1 
30 Dec. 1863 LO. Larsson from Ockelbo Parish (Gav!.). 
Died 20 May 1885. 
1As this article goes to press. it came to the attention of Mrs. Betty John:-;on Brisccsc. 28.n Jcrsc~ Avenue South. St. 
Louis Park . MN 55426. who recognized the birthday book as having been the propert) ol a relative. Christine 
Rydbti k. abo kno\\n as Christin Rybet'k . Mr~. Brisccsc has kindly identified several of the perso ns listed in the 
volu me . 
1Brita MAnsso n was possi ble the sister of Christin Rybcck . 
'Victor Dahl. married LO Linnea Rybeck. died 20 June 1972. 
-1s1anlcy Johnson is Mrs. Bris<:csc's brother. 
'Agnes Dahl. Victor Dah l's sister. died JO April 198) . 
•·Christin Rybeek . the owner of the book. died in Jan . 19.12. 
~Mrs. Canic Jaco bson. the daughter or Danie l Larsson Lindstl'dm. thc founder of l .i nc.Jst rom. Mr-,,; . He \.\ii :-. born in 
KolsjOn , Hassclu Parish (Gtivl.} 4 June IK25. the son or Lan, Eric Daniclsson. a farma. and Ingrid Pclcrstloltcr. 
He cmigr. to the U.S. in 185) and died 1895. 
·' Joh . Rydbtick . the husband of Christin Rybeck . 
''Betty Johnson Hrisccsc. 
'"Claus Johnson. the fater of Belly Bri,ccsc. died J April 1980. 
11 MAns Olsson was the father ol Christin Rybel·k . 
1
~Esthcr R,1stcn Derby was married to A.W. Derby. 
'-
1Signc Johnso n. the mother of Betty Urisccse. 
1
~Kata rina (sic!) J On!-.Oll . Betty Hrisrcse's paternal grandmother. \.\as ;.1 tousin or Christin Ryhcd:. 
1
~Frn nk D. Lindstrom. till: son of Dan iel Lintlstrdm. 
11
·.lohn Hillbcrg resided in Winton. MN . 
' Tinnea Rybeck w"s the adopted daughter of Christin Rybeck. 
,,.,Sigrid La rsen resided in California . 
'''Verner Nyberg wa, Christin Rybeck\ nephC\I . 
~"Brita 1\ybcrg was Christin Rybr.:ck's nicc.:c. 
' 'llenil Nyberg was Christin Rybeck 's nepbe\\ . 
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